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Themes for Learning

All Change Shake off the Shivers Summer is Here

Communication and interaction

KEY LEARNING: My Communication SOW

At Heron, personalised communication opportunities are embedded throughout the school day
during lessons and leisure times, which align with pupils’ PLIMS and SALT personalised
programmes. Total Communication Approaches are carefully adapted to meet learners’
individual needs.

The ten areas of communicative learning are individually assessed and mapped.

Book Choice: These sessions focus on exploring a text, learning key vocabulary and its meaning,
learning about the characters, making predictions, relating experiences to real life, and
developing communication skills. This is achieved through bag books and selected book
exploration.

Mia and Milo’s Summer
Adventure

First prize for the Worst Witch Spring is Here

The Christmas Pine The Naughtiest Unicorn Hugo and the Magical Laws
Comprehension Activities and Sentence Building for each story

Christmas Performance Spring Stories Brought to Life Summer Performance

Throughout the year

Pre-phonics will be taught through a structured, weekly focus on each of the seven aspects from
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised: Phase 1. Each week, one aspect will be explored in
depth, allowing children to develop key listening and attention skills in a focused and engaging
way. Across the term, Pupils will take part in daily short sessions (10 minutes) where they will fune
into sounds in their environment, body, and voice. Pupils will develop sound discrimination through
playful, multi-sensory activities, phonological awareness, including rhythm, rhyme and initial
sounds. Pupils will be able to blend and segment in preparation for Phase 2 Phonics.




Each week includes a daily activity linked to the chosen ‘aspect’. A clear learning objective,
questioning, use of visuals, AAC Devices, repetition and modelling.

Love of Literacy (15 minutes at the end of every day)

Reading and comprehension daily

Handwriting / Fine/gross motor skills daily — adapted for each pupill

Core Word Programme daily

Coghnition and learning

KEY LEARNING: My Thinking and Problem-Solving SOW (Pathway 4 Mathematics SOW). This
should be built into pupils’ everyday routines at every opportunity. Always encourage pupils to
do as much for themselves and overcome as many problems as possible. See SOW for further
descriptors.

ICT—Pupils will access ICT through daily routines and activities. This includes the use of
personalised AAC devices, iPads, PCs, QR Robots, Magic Carpets, BeeBots, and interactive
smartboards.

Maths for life

Number- Number- Number-
place value Time fractions Geometry- multiplication | peasures-length
cnq shape and division and height
Fractions properties lines
and angles

Throughout the year

Money Awareness

Problem-solving

Time

Measure

Number

Helpkidzlearn App

The world about us

Celebrations and Festivals Food Pathway 4 SOW The Weather Pathway 4 SOW

Throughout the year

Cultural awareness (i.e. Black History Month, Chinese New Year, Children in need, comic relief,
Diwali etc ), Superhero Week, Arts Week, Science Week




ICT individual skills Smartboard | ICT individual skills progression| ICT individual skills progression

QT Robot (Linked fo the Arts) Beebots
Making music with Dogrzilla - Robot Dog
technology

Throughout the year
Online Safety
Helpkidzlearn App
QT Robot

Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Key Learning:

At Heron, personalised and child-led play and leisure are key tools for helping our young people
develop and thrive. Our focus is exploring and building play opportunities—free play and
structured play. Staff present opportunities, model and support pupil engagement, and
develop play skills. My Play and Leisure SOW. See SOW for activity ideas.

My Relationships and Sex Education

Self-Awareness Managing Feelings Healthy Lifestyles
Self-Care, Support & Safety Changing & Growing The World | Live In
Throughout the year

My voice (EHCP) planning

Playing and working together permeates throughout the curriculum

Kind and unkind behaviours permeate throughout the curriculum, class rules and anti-bullying
week

1:1 session identified where needed for SRE.

So Safe

Travel Awareness
Independence and Community Involvement

SOW: Independence, My Community Involvement
KS4 Work experience —internal (Hotel Heron- hospitality skills, Office support, Café - sales
Independence

Getting ready for an event Shopping Travel Training

Throughout the year
My Travel Training SOW

3



Healthy Eating and Healthy Lifestyle SOW
My Shopping SOW
My Cooking SOW — making food and bakes to sell in the Heron Café
Careers

Rules Careers Have your say
class rules Write and share your personal Listen to others and provide
details with others, your friend feedback

Throughout the year
Internal work experience (KS4)
Enterprise

Winter gifts - Music makers/ Easter gifts Summer Crafts — Summer Fayre
Christmas Fayre

Sensory and Physical

KEY LEARNING: It recognises that the essential point of physical activity is to confinually maximise
opportunities for functional movement, whenever and wherever possible, throughout each day.
Our PE lessons are planned using the Equals Physical Wellbeing SOW as a basis.

At Heron, personalised and child-led play and leisure are key tools for helping young people
develop and thrive. Our focus is exploring and building play opportunities—free and structured
play. Staff present opportunities, model and support pupil engagement, and develop play skills.
See SOW for activity ideas.

Sports and leisure

Indoor sports |  Movement Balance skills Large Ball and Outdoor sports —
and dance large apparatus — Raquet Athletics/Volleyball
apparatus Confidence confrol
Building

Throughout the year

Swimming in the community (weekly)

Horse riding (selected pupils)

Daily Mile (1.00 pm during lunch)

Going to the Heron Gym (selected pupils)

Rebound therapy (selected pupils)

My Music

Encounter New Instruments Exploring New Instruments Developing Skills with New
Equals SOW music Equals SOW music Instruments (Equals SOW music

Throughout the school year




Weekly 1 to 1 music sessions led by a music teacher to teach instruments to selected pupils

Sculpture and 3D Craft & Design

Throughout the year

Daily Mile
Community Arts visits

Rebound therapy for selected pupils.

In school swimming
Visit Art Exhibitions and Galleries
Colourscape in the Community — September 2025

Accreditation

OCNL Entry Level 1 — Certificate in Personal Progress
D of E for selected pupils

Early Mathematics:
Developing Number Skills
D/502/4325

Developing
Communication Skills
F/502/4317

Developing Independent Living Skills:
Keeping Safe
K/502/4165

Duke of Edinburgh Award

All aspects of the award are completed simultaneously throughout the year. Identified pupils
throughout KS4 and post-16 working on bronze or silver awards. Identified pupils work towards a
bronze award in KS4

Throughout the school year

School-based Office Art Dance
Café cooking Gym
Community- Facilities Hospitality Trampolining
based Foodbank [Recycling and Sustainability Swimming
Cancer projects Hockney
research
Getrid




