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 Part A: Curriculum Music 

What we teach and how it is delivered 

At Heron Academy, music is central to our curriculum and daily practice. Our music provision is de-
livered through the Equals Curriculum, adapted to meet the needs of pupils with SLD and complex 
needs, and is informed by the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021). 

Our full music curriculum can be found here: 
👉 My Music Curriculum 
https://heron.lseat.org.uk/docs/My-Music.pdf  

Music is taught as both a discrete subject and as an embedded, daily experience that supports 
communication, emotional regulation, literacy, independence and engagement. 

Time allocation 

 All pupils access at least one hour of planned curriculum music each week 
 Music is also used daily through:  

o Morning welcome and transition routines 
o Communication and phonics sessions 
o Movement, dance and PE 
o Lunch clubs and social development activities 
o Hydrotherapy and sensory regulation sessions 

This exceeds the minimum expectations of the National Plan for Music Education and reflects the 
needs of our learners. 

Curriculum approach 

Our curriculum follows four strands adapted from national guidance: 

 Sing – daily singing through routines, assemblies and lessons 
 Listen – exposure to a wide range of genres and live music 
 Explore – hands-on experience with instruments and sound 
 Perform – expressive movement, dance and shared performances 

Music is used intentionally to support: 

 Communication and interaction 
 Emotional expression and regulation 
 Memory and sequencing 
 Physical movement and coordination 
 Cultural awareness and enjoyment 
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Singing and instrumental learning 

 All pupils sing every day as part of structured routines 
 Pupils explore a wide range of instruments, including:  

o Percussion (including African drums) 
o Keyboards and synthesizers 
o Ukuleles 
o Brass and woodwind instruments 
o Digital and interactive music technologies 

Partnerships supporting curriculum music 

Curriculum music is enhanced through regular specialist input from: 

 Visiting music teachers 
 Music Therapist (weekly) 
 Step into Dance Instructor (weekly) 
 BLINK Urban Music Project (weekly) 
 Elmgreen School Steel Band  

Qualifications and accreditation (KS4 & KS5) 

Pupils in KS4 and KS5 can achieve accredited outcomes through music and the arts, including: 

 OCNLR Entry Level Award in Personal Progress 
 OCNLR Entry Level Certificate in Independence and Employability 
 Young People’s Arts Award (Discovery) Key Stage 4  
 Young People Arts Award  (Bronze) Key Stage 5 

These external accreditations recognise participation, engagement, performance and personal de-
velopment through music. 
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Part B: Co-curricular Music 

(Music tuition, choirs and ensembles) 

Music tuition beyond lessons 

Pupils can access additional music opportunities delivered by: 

 Visiting musicians working with whole classes 
 A music therapist delivering 1:1 and small-group sessions (EHCP-led) 
 A Piano teacher providing 1:1 Keyboard tuition 
 The Arts Lead supporting Synthesiser and digital music learning 

All provision is fully subsidised and inclusive. 

Choirs, ensembles and groups 

 KS4–KS5 School Choir  
o Developing vocal skills and confidence 
o Linked to Arts Award accreditation 

 Heron Dance Troupe  
o Weekly rehearsals with Step into Dance 
o Focus on expressive movement and performance 

Progression and access 

 No cost to families 
 Instruments provided by the school 
 Rehearsal and practice spaces available within:  

o Performing Arts Room 
o Sports Hall 
o Classrooms 
o Sensory and therapy spaces 

External opportunities 

Through Lambeth Music Hub and local partnerships, pupils also access: 

 Sensory music installations (Colourscape) 
 Science and sound experiences (Science Dome) 
 Performances by visiting bands and choirs 
 Community and partner-school events 
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Part C: Musical experiences 

 

(Performances and events) 

In-school musical life 

 Weekly whole-school assembly  
o Singing, movement and celebration 
o Themed around culture, values and key events 

 Daily music-led routines across the school day 

Performances and events 

Each year pupils participate in: 

 Royal Academy of Dance – Step into the Street 
 Trust Awards Ceremony 
 Annual Christmas Performance 
 Other community and partnership events 

All pupils are encouraged to: 

 Perform where appropriate 
 Participate as audience members where preferred 

All performances are: 

 Free of charge 
 Open to parents, carers and siblings 

 

 



 

6 

In the Future 

Over the next academic years, Heron Academy aims to strengthen its music provision further by: 

 Expanding access to a wider range of instruments 
 Developing a termly performing choir 
 Establishing a school band or ensemble 
 Ensuring termly whole-school performances 
 Guaranteeing at least one live music experience per year for all pupils 

These developments align directly with the 7 features of high-quality music provision outlined in 
the National Plan for Music Education. 

 

Further information (optional) 

Further Information 

 Lambeth Music Hub – local opportunities and support for families 
 Department for Education guidance for parents on music education 
 Trust-wide arts and performance initiatives 

 

 


